
Revelation 8 

New American Standard Bible (NASB)


The Seventh Seal—the Trumpets


8:1 When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 

i. Context 

i. Jesus has opened 6 of the 7 seals that separate man from God.

i. before opening the last seal, Jesus marks His people - the church.

ii. And all Heaven and Earth rejoices because they are able to be with God forever.


ii. Now, as Jesus opens the last seal, all of Heaven and Earth grows quiet 

i. so that the prayers of the church can be heard


i. This is a picture of the congregation in the temple remaining silent while the 
priest enters the Holy Room and offers the incense (representing the prayers) of 
the people are sent up to heaven.


ii. Notes 
i. Revelation 5:1 - Then I saw a scroll in the right hand of the One seated on the throne. It 

had writing on both sides and was sealed with seven seals.

ii.  there was an awful stillness, as if all heaven was reverently waiting for the 

development. Of course this is a symbolical representation, and is designed not to 
represent a pause in the events themselves, but only the impressive and fearful nature 
of the events which are now to be disclosed - Barnes' Notes on the Bible


iii.  He did not profess to designate the time exactly. It was a brief period - yet a period 
which in such circumstances would appear to be long - about half an hour. - Barnes' 
Notes on the Bible


iv.  This image may have been suggested by the silence kept by the congregation without, 
while the priest offered incense within, the temple - Pulpit Commentary


8:2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to 
them.

I. context 

A. the seventh and final seal that separates man from God has just been opened by Jesus.

1. All Heaven and Earth are silent as the prayers of the church are sent to God.


a) Just as when a Priest enters the Holy room of the temple.

B. Then the seven angels before God were given seven trumpets


1. The angels may have been the leaders of the churches

a) because the “angels” in front of the throne were previously seen but not 

mentioned as angels.  Before the throne was the seven “Spirits” - or the Holy 
Spirit that was manifest in the churches of God.


2. Trumpets were used by the Israelites to call the people together, spur to movement, 
and warn.

a) These are the tasks of the church.


3. It makes sense - God has just created His church by connecting each man to God 
and then uniting His people under one banner.

a) Now He is going to use the church to be the voice (trumpets) of God to the 

world.

II. Notes 

A. Matthew 24:31 - And He will send out His angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will 
gather His elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.


B. I Corinthians 15:52 - in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.




C. I Thessalonians 4:16 - For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a loud 
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in 
Christ will be the first to rise.


D.  The only difficulty in applying it arises from the use of the article - "the seven angels" - 
τοὺς tous as if they were angels already referred to; and as there has been no previous 
mention of "seven angels," unless it be in the phrase "the seven spirits which are before 
the throne,” - Barnes' Notes on the Bible


E.  Trumpets were used to call the people together, to proclaim festivals, and in war. The 
use of these trumpets we shall hereafter read, which was to proclaim the will and 
counsels of God, as to things to come. - Matthew Poole's Commentary


8:3 Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense 
was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar 
which was before the throne. 

I. Context 

A. All Heaven and Earth remains quiet while the Church is given the ability to speak 
warnings for the world (trumpets) - and to draw peopler to God.


B. The prayers of the saints are offered

1. they are mixed with the “incense” that comes from god.


a) This is the witness of Christ in shed blood for the church.

2. When the prayers of the church are combined with Christ - they become powerful.


a) all Heaven and Earth are silent to hear them..

b) Without Christ, they are just empty words spoken to the air.


II. Notes 
A. Exodus 30:1 - You are also to make an altar of acacia wood for the burning of incense.

B. Psalm 141:2 - May my prayer be set before You like incense, my uplifted hands like the 

evening offering.

C.  This altar was of gold, and was situated in the holy place. Here the priest was wont to 

burn incense, while the people outside were praying.,, The prayers of the people and 
the smoke of the incense are ascending together. The angel has a golden censer. The 
word here rendered censer is used sometimes for the incense, but the epithet “golden” 
shows that it is the vessel to hold the incense which is intended… The incense was to 
be mingled with the prayers of the saints. The incense was added to give a fragrance to 
the prayers of the saints, and render them acceptable before God. - Ellicott's 
Commentary for English Readers


D.  The whole is symbolical of the truth, that the prayers of all the saints need to be 
rendered acceptable by the infusion of some divine element. The best prayers of the 
best saints are weak, and polluted and imperfect at the best. The incense which is 
added to the prayers is not supplied by the angel: it is first given to him, and he then 
mingles it with the prayers of all saints. - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


E.  The angel does not provide the incense; it is given to him by Christ, whose meritorious 
obedience and death are the incense, rendering the saints' prayers well pleasing to 
God. - Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary


8:4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the 
angel’s hand. 

I. Context 

A. All Heaven and Earth are silent as the prayers of the saints are offered to God.

1. The prayers are effective because they are combined with Christ.

2. The churches are given a voice (trumpet) to speak the words of God to the world.


B. The mixing of smoke and incense rising to the sky represents the prayers of the saints 
mixed with Christ and rising to God

1. It is acceptable to God.




II. Notes 
A. Psalm 141:2 - May my prayer be set before You like incense, my uplifted hands like the 

evening offering.

B. Acts 10:4 - Cornelius stared at him in fear and asked, "What is it, Lord?" The angel 

answered, "Your prayers and gifts to the poor have ascended as a memorial offering 
before God.


C. The emblem of the rising column of smoke, in which incense and prayer now mingled, 
is the token that the prayers of the saints, now rendered acceptable, and no longer 
premature, are about to be answered. These prayers of God’s people, weak and 
imperfect as they are, are yet invincible weapons in the hands of Christ’s soldiers, and 
will be found mightier than any carnal weapons. As Jericho fell without Israel needing to 
strike a blow, so now the Israel of God will be seen to be omnipotent through true and 
faithful prayer. - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


8:5 Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the 
earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an 
earthquake

I. context 

A. As the church combines its prayers with Christ, it is given the voice to warn the world 
and pull people to God’s presence.


B. These prayers are lifted up to Heaven and answered as the ash falls back to the earth.

1. These answers will be the bowls of wrath that follow the trumpets.


II. Notes 
A. Exodus 9:8-9 - Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Take for yourselves handfuls 

of soot from a kiln, and let Moses throw it toward the sky in the sight of Pharaoh. “It will 
become fine dust over all the land of Egypt, and will become boils breaking out with 
sores on man and beast through all the land of Egypt.”


B. Leviticus 16:12 - Then he must take a censer full of burning coals from the altar before 
the LORD, and two handfuls of finely ground fragrant incense, and take them inside the 
veil.


C. Ezekiel 10:2 - And the LORD said to the man clothed in linen, "Go inside the wheelwork 
beneath the cherubim. Fill your hands with burning coals from among the cherubim and 
scatter them over the city." And as I watched, he went in.


D.  The prayers have gone up, and the sprinkling of the ashes earthward is the symbol of 
the answer descending from heaven. We may recall the similar action of Moses before 
Pharaoh, when he took ashes of the furnace and sprinkled it towards heaven, but it 
descended towards earth, as a symbol of the plague about to fall upon the land - 
Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


.

8:6 And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound them.

I. Context 

A. Because the churches have combined their prayers with Christ, they have become 
powerful.

1. All heaven and earth is silent to hear them.

2. God hears and responds to them.

3. The church is able to speak for God


a) to bring the people of the world to God.

b) To warn the world of the coming wrath.


B. As the churches begin to sound the trumpets - they must be prepared.

1. They must connected to God so that they are the messengers (angels) that He 

needs)

2. They must be ready to accept those that are broken by the message and are ready 

to enter God’s presence.




II. Notes 
A.  Evidently in succession, perhaps by arranging themselves in the order in which they 

were to sound. The way is now prepared for the sounding of the trumpets, and for the 
fearful commotions and changes which would be indicated by that - Barnes' Notes on 
the Bible


8:7 The first sounded, and there came hail and fire, mixed with blood, and they were thrown to 
the earth; and a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and 
all the green grass was burned up.

I. Context 

A. The church is given a voice to speak (seven trumpets)

1. To warn the world

2. To call people to God.


B. The first trumpet blows

1. It is a reminder of the plagues in Egypt in which God freed His people from slavery.


a) God is calling His people out of the slavery of Sin.

2. This is a plague in which 1/3 of the or the world is destroyed.


a) Showing that God’s mercy exists  

(1) It is meant to focus people onto God, not destroy them totally.


3. This trumpet is a warning to the world that it will be shaken 

a) Earth is temporary and will burn


(1) we cannot put our faith in it.

II. Notes 

A. Exodus 9:23 - So Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the LORD sent 
thunder and hail, and lightning struck the earth. So the LORD rained hail upon the land 
of Egypt.


B. Isaiah 28:2 - Behold, the Lord has a strong and mighty one. Like a hailstorm or 
destructive tempest, like a driving rain or flooding downpour, He will smash it to the 
ground.


C. Ezekiel 38:22 - I will execute judgment upon him with plague and bloodshed. I will pour 
out torrents of rain, hailstones, fire, and brimstone on him and on his troops and on the 
many nations with him.


D. Joel 2:30 - I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and 
columns of smoke.


E. Zechariah 13:8 - And in all the land," declares the LORD, "two-thirds will be cut off and 
perish, but a third will be left in it.


F. Zechariah 13:9 -  This third I will bring through the fire; I will refine them like silver and 
test them like gold. They will call on My name, and I will answer them. I will say, 'They 
are My people,' and they will say, 'The LORD is our God.’" 


G.  The reference to the Egyptian plagues is obvious: “There was hail, and fire mingled with 
the hail, very grievous . . . and the hail smote every herb of the field, and brake every 
tree of the field” - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


H.  This resemblance to the history of Israel in Egypt gives us the hint of the true meaning. 
It carries us back to the past, and asks us to remember the mighty works of God in old 
times. It reminds us that He who bade Joshua cause the trumpets to be sounded by the 
walls of Jericho, and who delivered His people from the tyranny of Pharaoh, is the same 
God, mighty to save His people, to break the fetters of ignorance, and to cast down the 
high walls of pride and sin. But it is needful to observe the variation as well as the 
resemblance. This plague differs from the Egyptian in the introduction of blood. This 
variation carries it out of the possibility of literal interpretations. We begin to think of the 
strongly figurative language of Joel: “the blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke” - 
Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers




I.  We must not press the phrase “the third part” too closely: it clearly is designed to 
remind us that in wrath God remembers mercy, and that while He humbles all He does 
not utterly destroy. - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


J.  There is an evident likeness between the judgments of the trumpets and the plagues of 
Egypt. The resemblance is only general, but it serves to corroborate the belief that the 
trumpets declare God's judgments on the world, not the trials of the Church. - Pulpit 
Commentary


8:8 The second angel sounded, and something like a great mountain burning with fire was 
thrown into the sea; and a third of the sea became blood, 

I. Context 

A. The church is given the responsibility to warn the world through the seven trumpets - so 
that people will turn to God.

1. The first trumpet is a warning that the land we stand on will not last - we should not 

put our faith in it.

B. The church also warns that the strength of the sea will also be destroyed.


1. The sea is a place of mystery and chaos - a place to be feared.

a) This could mean that the first warning would be the places we feel confident 

about (our homes) are not going to last - and the second warning is that the 
places we fear as being strong and powerful - will also fail.  (The places of our 
comfort - our solid ground - and the places we are uncomfortable at - the 
unstable seas.)


2. In short - don’t put your faith in the known world (trumpet one) or in the unknown 
world (trumpet two).


3. This may also not be symbolic - it could be that the church is warning us to watch 
out because the earth and sea will become corrupt by the sins of mankind.


II. Notes 
A. Exodus 7:17 -  This is what the LORD says: By this you will know that I am the LORD. 

Behold, with the staff in my hand I will strike the water of the Nile, and it will turn to 
blood. 


B. Jeremiah 51:25 - "Behold, I am against you, O destroying mountain, you who devastate 
the whole earth, declares the LORD. I will stretch out My hand against you; I will roll you 
over the cliffs, and turn you into a charred mountain.


C. Matthew 21:21 - And Jesus answered and said to them, "Truly I say to you, if you have 
faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if 
you say to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' it will happen.


D.  The sea becoming blood reminds us again of the plagues in Egypt. - Ellicott's 
Commentary for English Readers


E.  The mountain was the emblem, in Jeremiah’s prophecy, of the strong consolidated 
power and institutions of Babylon. Not only must the loftiness of man be brought low, 
but the mountains which they made so strong for themselves. The power of God’s 
advancing cause would hurl the rooted mountains from their base. - Ellicott's 
Commentary for English Readers


F.  it is at least a singular coincidence that this saying of the Lord’s respecting the 
overthrow of a mountain should occur in His own comment on the destruction of the 
fig-tree, just as, in this chapter, the vision of the mountain overthrown follows that of the 
destruction of tree and grass life. Our Lord encourages the faith of His disciples: “Your 
power will not only expose the pretentious religionisms of the world, as My word has 
shown the worthlessness of this tree, but you will overthrow also the long established 
usages and evil customs of nations which corrupt the world.” - Ellicott's Commentary 
for English Readers




8:9 and a third of the creatures which were in the sea and had life, died; and a third of the ships 
were destroyed.

I. Context 

A. the church is warning the world, and called people to God

1. First warning trumpet - Don’t trust in the land, it is temporary.


a) The things that we stand upon

2. Second warning trumpet - Don’t trust in the sea, it is temporary


a) The unknown things that beyond our comfort zones.

B. The warning is that there is no-one outside our known world that will come to save us 

when the world falls apart.

1. No foreign nation or hero can stop this destruction.

2. We will not find an escape in the hidden world.


a) The only hope is God, through Jesus.

II. Notes 

A.  The effect was as if one-third of all the fish in the sea were cut off. Of course this is not 
to be taken literally. It is designed to describe an effect, pertaining to the maritime 
portion of the world, as if a third portion of all that was in the sea should perish. - 
Barnes' Notes on the Bible


8:10 The third angel sounded, and a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell 
on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters. 

I. Context 

A. The churches are sounding the trumpets of warning to the world and to draw people to 
God.

1. First warning - the earth is unreliable and will fall apart.

2. Second warning - the seas are unreliable and will fall apart.


a) Put your faith in God, not these things.

B. The third warning is that drinking water would become scarce.


II. Notes 
A. Isaiah 14:12 - How you have fallen from heaven, O Morning Star, son of the dawn! You 

have been cut down to the ground, O destroyer of nations.

B.  The third trumpet brings a poisoning of a third part of the rivers and fountains of waters 

(upon the land), and thereby the death of many men. - Meyer's NT Commentary


8:11 The name of the star is called Wormwood; and a third of the waters became wormwood, 
and many men died from the waters, because they were made bitter.

I. Context 

A. The churches are sounding the warning to the world that we need to turn to God.

1. First warning: The ground we stand on is temporary.

2. Second warning: The oceans that contain so many mysteries is temporary.

3. Third warning: The water that we drink to live is only temporary.


B. This could be a literal warning 

1. That this world is temporary and that mankind is destroying itself by making the very 

water we need for survival, too polluted to drink.

C. This could be a symbolic warning


1. That the worship is being tainted and turned bitter

a) a reference to the golden calf.  As punishment, the calf was ground into dust 

and added to the water and the people were forced to drink it.

II. Notes 

A. Jeremiah 9:15 - Therefore, this is what the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: 
"Behold, I will feed this people wormwood and give them poisoned water to drink.




B. Jeremiah 23:15 - Therefore, this is what the LORD of Hosts says concerning the 
prophets: "I will feed them wormwood and give them poisoned water to drink, for from 
the prophets of Jerusalem ungodliness has spread throughout the land.”


C.  The bitter, nauseous plant known as wormwood (apsinthos) is used to represent 
troubles and calamities. - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


D.  It is worth noticing that the Israelites are warned against idolatry as “a root that beareth 
gall and wormwood” (Deuteronomy 29:18); and we may recall the symbolical act of 
Moses, who ground the golden calf to powder, cast the powder in the brook, and made 
the children of Israel drink (Exodus 32:20). - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


E.  Some have thought that this falling star signified some false teacher, whose evil 
influence poisoned the pure currents of the gospel, and perverted the minds of men of 
original genius, who are represented here as fountains. The passages cited above 
favour the thought, and it may be included in the general meaning of the vision; but the 
main point seems to be to give us hints of those stages which will mark the advance of 
Christianity.  - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


F.  Wormwood - Is appropriately so called. The writer does not say that it would be 
actually so called, but that this name would be properly descriptive of its qualities. Such 
expressions are common in allegorical writings. The Greek word - ἄψινθος apsinthos - 
denotes "wormwood," a well-known bitter herb. That word becomes the proper 
emblem of bitterness. - Barnes' Notes on the Bible


12 The fourth angel sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the 
stars were struck, so that a third of them would be darkened and the day would not shine for a 
third of it, and the night in the same way.

I. Context 

A. The church is warning the world to draw people to God.

1. First warning: The ground we rely on is temporary.

2. Second warning: The seas of mystery are only temporary.

3. Third warning: The waters of worship are corrupted.


B. The fourth warning now sounds

1.  There is a literal meaning - the lights in the sky will be harder to see, which is what 

is happening today with pollution (both the haze in the sky and light pollution that 
limits the amount of light that reaches us from the sky).


2. There is a figurative meaning - since true worship is tainted and God’s people are 
more focused on their own light (and opinions), there are fewer guides for God’s 
light.  Fewer people are seeking God, but are still claiming to do so.


II. Notes 
A. Exodus 10:21 - Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand toward heaven, 

so that darkness will spread over the land of Egypt--a palpable darkness.”

B. Isaiah 13:10 - For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not give their light. 

The sun will be darkened when it rises, and the moon will not give its light.

C. Ezekiel 32:7 - When I extinguish you, I will cover the heavens and darken their stars. I 

will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon will not give its light.

D. Joel 2:10 - Before them the earth quakes; the heavens tremble. The sun and moon 

grow dark, and the stars lose their brightness.

E. Joel 2:31 - The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the 

coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD.

F. Joel 3:15 - The sun and moon will grow dark, and the stars will no longer shine.

G. Matthew 24:29 - Immediately after the tribulation of those days: 'The sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken.’


H.  The dimness which thus falls on the lights of heaven carries us back to the plague of 
darkness (Exodus 10:21-23); but yet there is this difference: there the children of Israel 

https://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/29-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/exodus/32-20.htm
https://biblehub.com/context/exodus/10-21.htm


had light in their dwellings while all the rest of the land suffered the darkness that might 
be felt; here, however, the darkness is only such as results from the withdrawal of the 
third part of the light of the sun by day, and of the moon and the stars (so much more 
brilliant and needful in Eastern lands than in our own) by night. It is a day of the Lord in 
which the light is not clear nor dark—not day nor night (Zechariah 14:6-7). There will be 
periods in which the lights which guide men will give forth uncertain glimmers; upon the 
earth there will be distress of nations, men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of heaven shall be 
shaken (Luke 21:25-26). Such times of darkness and sorrow must be. -  Ellicott's 
Commentary for English Readers


13 Then I looked, and I heard an eagle flying in midheaven, saying with a loud voice, “Woe, 
woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of 
the three angels who are about to sound!”

I. Context 

A. The churches have been given the voice of God to sound warnings and call people to 
Him.

1. First warning: The solid ground will fail.

2. Second warning: The mysterious oceans will fail.

3. Third warning: The drinking water will be tainted.

4. Fourth warning: The lights that guide us will dim.


B. With the completion of the first four warnings, a break happens.

1. An eagle announces that the three remaining warnings are different - and worse 

than the first four.

a) The first four are warnings that the church always gives 


(1) put your faith in Jesus, not this world

(2) Hold fast to true teaching and be a true light.


b) The last three warnings are things that will announce the end of the world.

II. Notes 

A.  It is, then, an eagle, a solitary eagle, that moves across the heaven, and utters the 
warning Woe! It flies through the meridian sky, and is thus visible to the very horizon. It 
was an appropriate emblem: high-soaring as the spirit of the seer, the eagle-glance 
scanned the borders of the earth, and caught sight of the coming troubles, and gave 
warning; - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


B.  Woe, woe, woe - That is, there will be great woe. The repetition of the word is intensive, 
and the idea is, that the sounding of the three remaining trumpets would indicate great 
and fearful calamities. These three are grouped together as if they pertained to a similar 
series of events, as the first four had been. The two classes are separated from each 
other by this interval and by this proclamation - implying that the first series had been 
completed, and that there would be some interval, either of space or time, before the 
other series would come upon the world. - Barnes' Notes on the Bible
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