
Revelation 17 

New American Standard Bible (NASB)


The Doom of Babylon


17:1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke with me, saying, 
“Come here, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 

I. Context


A. Mankind has rebelled from God (as represented by Babylon).  They have followed 
hollow philosophies, denied anything that comes from God, and attacked each other 
over their belief systems.  This has caused the corruption and destruction of the world.


B. As the world is being destroyed by mankind’s desire to follow empty philosophies 
(become a harlot - chasing that which does not belong to her and denying that which 
does).  John is now being shown how that destruction happens.


II. Notes

A. Isaiah 1:21 - See how the faithful city has become a harlot! She once was full of justice; 

righteousness resided within her, but now only murderers!

B. Jeremiah 2:20 - "For long ago you broke your yoke and tore off your chains, saying, "I 

will not serve!" Indeed, on every high hill and under every green tree you lay down as a 
prostitute.


C. Nahum 3:4 - because of the many harlotries of the harlot, the seductive mistress of 
sorcery, who betrays nations by her prostitution and clans by her witchcraft.


D. Revelation 16:19 - The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations 
collapsed. And God remembered Babylon the great and gave her the cup of the wine of 
the fury of His wrath.


E.  Before we go further, it is well to make sure of our ground. Babylon was the great city, 
whose splendour dazzled, and whose power destroyed Jerusalem (Isaiah 39:1-8; Isaiah 
13:19; Isaiah 14:4; Isaiah 14:13-14; Isaiah 47:5-8). Against Babylon the voices of the 
prophets were lifted up (Isaiah 21:9; Jeremiah 51:25); she seemed to them the 
embodiment of splendid vice and resistless power; “the glory of kingdoms,” “the golden 
city,” “who exalted her throne above the stars of God,” “who sat as a lady given to 
pleasures, and flattering herself that she would see no sorrow.” In her greatness and her 
hostility to Jerusalem she became a type of later world-powers; and, in St. John’s 
vision, Babylon, in her purple and her pomp, in her luxurious ness and her tyranny, 
takes her place. And it is explained in the vision that Babylon is no longer the literal 
Babylon, but the power which has taken her place of pride and empire. - Ellicott's 
Commentary for English Readers


17:2 with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of immorality, and those who dwell on 
the earth were made drunk with the wine of her immorality.” 

I. Context


A. John is being shown how empty philosophies will destroy the world.

B. These empty philosophies have been adopted by entire cultures and led into the laws 

and norms of those people, making them the standards of living.

II. Notes


A. Nahum 3:4 - because of the many harlotries of the harlot, the seductive mistress of 
sorcery, who betrays nations by her prostitution and clans by her witchcraft.


B. Revelation 2:22 - Behold, I will cast her onto a bed of sickness, and those who commit 
adultery with her will suffer great tribulation unless they repent of her deeds.


C.  not the kings only of the earth, but the generality of the people, have been influenced 
with a mad heat, and with the wine of her fornication, that is, with that wine by which 
she enticed them to commit idolatry with her. - Matthew Poole's Commentary
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17:3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a 
scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten horns. 

I. Context


A. John is being shown how the world will be destroyed because mankind chooses empty 
philosophies instead of God’s truths.  It starts when these philosophies become part of 
a nation’s culture and laws.


B. Now, in a vision, the world governments (and organizations that have opposed God - 
Revelation 13) returns in the form of the beast from the sea.  Only this time a woman 
wearing scarlet is riding it.  This image is to contrast the image of the woman that was 
clothed in the sun and represented the church (Revelation 12).  This woman in scarlet is 
the “harlot” who leaves behind her husband (God’s teachings) and clings to other men 
(the beast).


II. Notes

A. Revelation 12:3 - Then another sign appeared in heaven: a huge red dragon with seven 

heads, ten horns, and seven royal crowns on his heads.

B. Revelation 13:1 - Then I saw a beast with ten horns and seven heads rising out of the 

sea. There were ten royal crowns on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads.

C.  We recognise the wild beast as that described in Revelation 13. Now the wild beast 

carries the woman; for she draws her support from the great world-power. The scene is 
the wilderness. The contrast between the desolation around her and the splendour of 
her appearance is striking and suggestive. - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


D.  The woman clothed with the sun (Revelation 12:1), persecuted by the dragon, finds a 
home in the wilderness into which she is driven. She is persecuted, but not forsaken; 
she can joy in tribulation. The scarlet-clad woman, amid all her dazzling surroundings, is 
still in a wilderness. - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


17:4 The woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious 
stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of the unclean things 
of her immorality, 

I. Context


A. Mankind has embraced hollow philosophies.  This is pictured as a harlot riding on the 
beast from the sea.


B. These philosophies (the harlot) tempted mankind with riches and power - and caused 
them to drink “immorality” - or embrace wickedness (instead of God’s truth).


II. Notes

A. Jeremiah 51:7 - Babylon was a gold cup in the hand of the LORD, making the whole 

earth drunk. The nations drank her wine; therefore the nations have gone mad.

B. Ezekiel 28:13 - You were in Eden, the garden of God. Every kind of precious stone 

adorned you: ruby, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, turquoise, 
and emerald. Your mountings and settings were crafted in gold, prepared on the day of 
your creation.


C.  purple was the colour of kings and princes: this woman, Revelation 18:7, said she was 
queen.  -  Matthew Poole's Commentary


D.  And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour,.... Which may be expressive 
of her grandeur, authority, and power, sitting as a queen, and sovereign in the empire, 
ruling over kingdoms and nations in it; and also of her bloody disposition to the saints, 
with whose blood she is afterwards said to be drunk; - Gill's Exposition of the Entire 
Bible


E.  she being gilded with these things, as the word signifies, when she was inwardly rotten, 
corrupt, and filthy - Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible
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17:5 and on her forehead a name was written, a mystery, “BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” 

I. Context


A. Mankind is lured into hollow philosophies by the idea of power and wealth.  This is 
symbolically shown by a harlot (the empty philosophies) riding the beast from the sea 
(governments and organizations that oppose God’s truth).


B. This woman is identified as Babylon (the place where people decided that they did not 
need God) - and the mother of all wickedness.  She is symbolically all those ideas that 
corrupt mankind.


II. Notes

A. 2 Thessalonians 2:7 - For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work, but the one 

who now restrains it will continue until he is taken out of the way.

B. Revelation 14:8 - Then a second angel followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the 

great, who has made all the nations drink the wine of the passion of her immorality.”

C.  It was usual with harlots to wear their name on the forehead; - Ellicott's Commentary 

for English Readers

D.  The word “mystery” is, perhaps, part of the name; it is, at any rate, a prefix which tells 

us that the name is not literal, but symbolical - Ellicott's Commentary for English 
Readers


E.  She is mother of harlots. Others, in smaller spheres, will follow her example; but she is 
the origin and type of all. - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


F.  And upon her forehead - In a circlet around her forehead. That is, it was made 
prominent and public, as if written on the forehead in blazing capitals. In Revelation 
13:1 it is said that "the name of blasphemy" was written on the "heads" of the beast. 
The meaning in both places is substantially the same, that it was prominent, and 
unmistakable. - Barnes' Notes on the Bible


G.  Our translators have printed and pointed the word "mystery" as if it were part of the 
inscription. It would probably be better to regard it as referring to the inscription, thus: 
"a name was written - a mysterious name, to wit, Babylon," etc. Or, "a name was 
written mysteriously." According to this, it would mean, not that there was any 
wonderful "mystery" about the thing itself, whatever might be true on that point, but 
that the name was enigmatical or symbolical; or that there was something hidden or 
concealed under the name. It was not to be literally understood. - Barnes' Notes on the 
Bible


H.  upon … forehead … name—as harlots usually had. What a contrast to "Holiness to the 
Lord," inscribed on the miter on the high priest's forehead! - Jamieson-Fausset-Brown 
Bible Commentary


I.  Babylon the great; not to be understood of the Chaldean Babylon, but of a city or polity 
under the gospel; as, Revelation 11:8, she was called spiritually Sodom and Egypt, so 
also in a spiritual or mystical sense she is called Babylon, because a city like to Babylon 
for idolatry and persecution of God’s Israel.  - Matthew Poole's Commentary


17:6 And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 
witnesses of Jesus. When I saw her, I wondered greatly. 

I. Context


A. The world is being seduced by hollow philosophies (the harlot of Babylon).  

B. These empty philosophies will come into conflict with the truths of Christ - and those 

that follow the empty philosophies will defend their hollow faith with violence.  Many 
Christians will be harmed in this exchange.


II. Notes

A. Revelation 16:6 - For they have spilled the blood of saints and prophets, and You have 

given them blood to drink as they deserve.”
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B. Revelation 18:24 - And there was found in her the blood of prophets and saints, and of 
all who had been slain on the earth


C.  Infamous as the woman is for her idolatry, she is no less detestable for her cruelty, 
which are the two principal characters of the antichristian empire - Benson Commentary


D.  "The phraseology is derived from the barbarous custom (still extant among many 
pagan nations) of drinking the blood of the enemies slain in the way of revenge. The 
effect of drinking blood is said to be to exasperate, and to intoxicate with passion and a 
desire of revenge" (Prof. Stuart, in loco). The meaning here is, that the persecuting 
power referred to had shed the blood of the saints; and that, in its fury, it had, as it 
were, drunk the blood of the slain, and had become, by drinking that blood, intoxicated 
and infuriated. - Barnes' Notes on the Bible


E.  The meaning is, that the warfare, in which so much blood was shed, was directed 
against the saints as such, and that, in fact, it terminated particularly on those who, 
amidst cruel sufferings, were faithful witnesses for the Lord Jesus, and deserved to be 
called, by way of eminence, “martyrs." - Barnes' Notes on the Bible


17:7 And the angel said to me, “Why do you wonder? I will tell you the mystery of the woman 
and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns.

I. Context


A. John is being shown a vision of a harlot (Babylon) riding on the beast from the sea 
(Government) and tempting mankind with wealth and power to forsake the truth of God.


B. An angel is now going to explain this vision. 

II. Notes


A. 2 Thessalonians 2:7 - For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work, but the one 
who now restrains it will continue until he is taken out of the way.


B.  The question asked him, "why" he wondered, was designed to show him that the 
cause of his surprise would be removed or lessened, for that he would proceed so to 
explain this that he might have a correct view of its design. - Barnes' Notes on the Bible


17:8 “The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and go 
to destruction. And those who dwell on the earth, whose name has not been written in the 
book of life from the foundation of the world, will wonder when they see the beast, that he was 
and is not and will come. 

I. Context


A. An angel is explaining to John the vision of the Harlot (Babylon) on the beast from the 
sea.


B. Starting with the description of the “Beast” - we have seen that this has represented the 
governments of the world.  

1. It is noted that their is a demonic influence (coming from the Abyss) and leads 

people to hell.

2. One of the horns of the beast is broken (Rev. 13) - suggesting that that power died, 

but then it was revived.  This would suggest that the philosophies of that 
government (possibly the idolatry of Rome) was removed (possibly by the “Holy 
Roman Empire”), but then that idolatrous spirit would be revived (possibly by 
modern post-modernism in which God is no longer honored, but things of the world 
- such as money and celebrity - are worshipped).


II. Notes

A. Psalm 69:28 - May they be erased from the book of life and not listed with the 

righteous.

B. Daniel 7:3 - Then four great beasts came up out of the sea, each different from the 

others.

C. Daniel 7:7 - After this, as I watched in my vision in the night, suddenly a fourth beast 

appeared, and it was terrifying--dreadful and extremely strong--with large iron teeth. It 



devoured and crushed; then it trampled underfoot whatever was left. It was different 
from all the beasts before it, and it had ten horns.


D. Luke 8:31 - And the demons kept begging Jesus not to order them to go into the 
Abyss.


E. Revelation 3:5 - Like them, the one who is victorious will be dressed in white. And I will 
never blot out his name from the book of life, but I will confess his name before My 
Father and His angels.


F. Revelation 13:1 - Then I saw a beast with ten horns and seven heads rising out of the 
sea. There were ten royal crowns on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads.


G. Revelation 13:3 - One of the heads of the beast appeared to be fatally wounded. But 
the mortal wound was healed, and the whole world marveled and followed the beast.


H.  A beast in the prophetic style, as we before observed, is a tyrannical idolatrous empire; 
and the Roman empire was idolatrous under the heathen emperors, and then ceased to 
be so for some time under the Christian emperors, and then became idolatrous again 
under the Roman pontiffs, and so hath continued ever since. It is the same idolatrous 
power revived again; but only in another form; -  Benson Commentary


I.  The beast that thou sawest was, and is not - In the close of the verse it is added, "and 
yet is" - "the beast that was, and is not, and yet is." There are three things affirmed 
here: first, that there is a sense in which it might be said of the power here referred to, 
that it "was," or that, before this, it had an existence; second, that there was a sense in 
which it might be said that it is "not," that is, that it had become practically extinct; and 
third, that there is a sense in which that power would be so revived that it might be said 
that it "still is." The "beast" here referred to is the same that is mentioned in Revelation 
17:3, and in Revelation 13:1, Revelation 13:3,Revelation 13:11-16. That is, there was 
one great formidable power, having essentially the same origin, though manifested 
under somewhat different modifications, to one and all of which might, in their different 
manifestations, be given the same name, "the beast.” - Barnes' Notes on the Bible


J.  The idea seems to be, that those whose names are written in the book of life, or who 
are truly the friends of God, would not be drawn off in admiration of the beast, or in 
rendering homage to it. - Barnes' Notes on the Bible


17:9 Here is the mind which has wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains on which the 
woman sits, 

I. Context


A. The beast from the sea represents the philosophies of the world (found in the rulers and 
governments) that are based on wealth and power - and pull people away from God.


B. The Beast of the sea represents the governments, organizations, and people that 
oppose God from the outside (the beast from the earth represents false prophets and 
entities that oppose the church from the inside).  This imagery is made clearer here by 
showing that the woman sits on the Roman empire - which is the picture of the 
government that opposed God in the days of John’s exile.  


C. He says that this requires wisdom because John would not mention Rome by name 
because this would be considered an act of rebellion by Rome - and could get him in 
greater trouble.


II. Notes

A. Revelation 13:18 - Here is a call for wisdom: Let the one who has insight calculate the 

number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and that number is 666.

B.  The description seems to be drawn from Rome, the seven-hilled city. This keeps the 

reference to Rome before us, but at the same time the further explanation (in Revelation 
17:10) widens our thoughts, and shows us that the literalism on which the imagery is 
based is used to convey a broader symbolical meaning. - Ellicott's Commentary for 
English Readers
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C.  The connection between mountains and kings must be deeper than the mere outward 
fact to which incidental allusion is made, that Rome (the then world city) is on seven 
hills (whence heathen Rome had a national festival called Septimontium, the feast of the 
seven-hilled city [Plutarch]; and on the imperial coins, just as here, she is represented as 
a woman seated on seven hills. -  Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary 


17:10 and they are seven kings; five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; and when 
he comes, he must remain a little while. 

I. Context


A. The beast from the sea is symbolically the governments that oppose God.  Rome is the 
representation of this beast (just as Zion represents God and Babylon represents 
Satan).


B. The world has been run by several major empires (Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia and 
Greek) before Johns time (the five that have fallen).  John lived in the Roman empire (the 
one that is).  These were pagan empires that opposed God’s rule.


C. There is a space after Rome’s fall before the last empire.  This could be the Christian era 
that spread throughout the world - The Holy Roman Empire.


D. When the this empire fell - we had a post-modern and post- Christian world.  This has 
developed in most governments around the world  - this is the 7th empire.  It is 
represented on the beast as having 10 crowns (10 kingdoms) - which would 
symbolically represent all the governments the oppose God just as the previous 6 had 
done.


II. Notes

A.  It has been debated whether these kings are individual sovereigns, or forms of 

government, or kingdoms The last view is the one adopted in this Commentary. The 
wild beast belongs to no one age, but is a power which has risen in every age; the 
seven heads represent the successive culminations of the world-power. - Ellicott's 
Commentary for English Readers


B.  It is to be noticed that the four beasts of Daniel (Daniel 7:3-8) are declared to be four 
kings (Revelation 17:17), but these kings are not individual kings, but represent 
kingdoms. (See Daniel 7:23). - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


C.  Daniel saw four wild beasts rise from the sea; they represented the then great world-
power Babylon, and its three successors, Persia, Greece, and Rome. This is a guide to 
us here, as most commentators admit; but two great world-powers had preceded 
Babylon, viz., Egypt and Assyria: these figure in the ancient prophecies as forces hostile 
to the righteous King. St. John, whose visions took the range of the world’s drama, 
could not see the representative of the ever rising spirit of worldly hostility to God’s 
chosen without seeing Egypt and Assyria included. - Ellicott's Commentary for English 
Readers


D.  In various empires the world-power showed itself: in Egypt, the house of bondage 
(Exodus 20:2); in Assyria, that exalted herself against God (Isaiah 37:23); in Babylon, the 
hammer of the whole earth (Jeremiah 50:23); in Persia, and in Greece; and in 
succession these kingdoms fell, only to be succeeded by another—Rome. Five fell; the 
one is. - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


E.  But what is the seventh, the other who is not yet come? We must recall the appearance 
of the wild beast. It had seven heads and ten horns. Where were these ten horns? It 
seems generally admitted that they were all on the seventh head. The seventh head, 
which represents the seventh kingdom, or manifestation of the world principle which is 
described as not yet come, then, was different in appearance from the others. It was 
ten-horned. It had not the same unity of appearance as the others. Now the ten horns 
are explained as ten kings or minor powers (Revelation 17:12). The conclusion, 
therefore, is that the seventh head must be rather an aggregation of monarchies than a 
single universal empire. This agrees with Daniel’s prophecy that out of the fourth 
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kingdom, which corresponds, as we have seen, with the sixth head of the wild beast 
here, ten kings should arise (Daniel 7:7; Daniel 7:23-24). - Ellicott's Commentary for 
English Readers


F.  The seventh kingdom (the ten-horned head) it is said will, when it arises, continue a 
“short time.” The short time is probably the same as the “one hour” in Revelation 17:12, 
where the ten kingdoms, represented by the ten horns, receive power one hour with the 
wild beast. - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


17:11 The beast which was and is not, is himself also an eighth and is one of the seven, and he 
goes to destruction. 

I. context


A. The hollow philosophies of greed and power have integrated into the empires that have 
controlled the world (symbolized by the harlot riding the beast from the sea).  Between 
the 6th and the 7th empires, their is a time in which God is praised (the Holy Roman 
Empire), but that time is past and mankind no longer values God or His truths.  This is 
the 7th empire - found throughout the governments of the world.


B. In the end, these different hollow philosophies will combine and create a world 
philosophy that is not based on an area or government.  All mankind will be caught up 
on these lies and this will be reason for the end of the world. 


II. Notes

A. Revelation 13:3 - One of the heads of the beast appeared to be fatally wounded. But 

the mortal wound was healed, and the whole world marveled and followed the beast.

B.  no eighth empire shall rise, but the wild beast, now smitten in all the seven heads of his 

power, will, in the convulsive death-throe, seem an eighth power, in which the ebbing 
life of all the seven finds expression. - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


C.  It has been noticed that the wild beast does not “fall,” like the others, “but goes into 
destruction;” there are no more world-powers like those who have fallen, but the wild 
beast is left, a last power reserved for destruction, a final antichrist, the lawless one 
whom the Lord will destroy with the brightness of His coming (2Thessalonians 2:3). This 
fierce and last flickering up of the doomed power of evil is dwelt on again in Revelation 
20:7-10. - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


17:12 The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but 
they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour. 

I. Context


A. The end of the world is because the world will abandon God and HIs teachings in order 
to follow hollow philosophies - based on greed and power.


B. The final “hour” of the world will show that the all the nations of the world (10 kingdoms) 
will be united in thought against God.


II. Notes

A. Daniel 7:24 - And the ten horns are ten kings who will rise from this kingdom. After them 

another king, different from the earlier ones, will rise and subdue three kings.

B. Revelation 10:11 - And they told me, "You must prophesy again about many peoples 

and nations and tongues and kings.”

C. Revelation 12:3 - Then another sign appeared in heaven: a huge red dragon with seven 

heads, ten horns, and seven royal crowns on his heads.

D. Revelation 13:1 - Then I saw a beast with ten horns and seven heads rising out of the 

sea. There were ten royal crowns on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads.

E.  The explanation of the ten horns. They are the kings, not necessarily, as we have seen, 

personal kings, but rather kingdoms or nationalities - Ellicott's Commentary for English 
Readers
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F.  But though these are sundered powers, they are one in their subjection to the wild 
beast. They have one mind or judgment, and their power and authority they give to the 
wild beast. - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


G.  The ten horns are united in one mind; they move as the wild beast directs; their work 
and tendency of their power is hostile to Christ. - Ellicott's Commentary for English 
Readers


H.  whenever nations or peoples allow the secular spirit to breathe through all they do, 
they are not with Christ, they are against Him.  - Ellicott's Commentary for English 
Readers


17:13 These have one purpose, and they give their power and authority to the beast.

I. Context


A. The last days of the world will see mankind (entire nations) choose hollow philosophies 
over the truths of God.


B. Mankind may have several different philosophies to choose - but they all ultimately 
have the same goal - to oppose God and to lead His people away from Him.


II. Notes

A.  That is, they are united in the promotion of the same object. Though in some respects 

wholly independent of each other, yet they may be regarded as, in fact, so far united 
that they tend to promote the same ultimate end. - Barnes' Notes on the Bible


Victory for the Lamb


17:14 These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is 
Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and 
faithful.”

I. Context


A. Mankind will be lured away from God’s truth through empty philosophies that promise 
wealth and power - but lead to damnation and the destruction of the world.


B. Those that follow the hollow philosophies will fall because their is no substance to their 
beliefs and no morality in their lives — they are living like animals.  Those that hold to 
God’s truth will stand because they stand on something bigger than themselves.


II. Notes

A. Revelation 2:10 - Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Look, the devil is about to 

throw some of you into prison to test you, and you will suffer tribulation for ten days. Be 
faithful even unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.


B. Revelation 14:4 - These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, for they 
are virgins. They follow the Lamb wherever He goes. They have been redeemed from 
among men as firstfruits to God and to the Lamb.


C.  Christ shall overcome them by the power of is gospel, or some of them that way; 
others, that will not be converted, shall be confounded, some way or other brought to 
ruin.  - Matthew Poole's Commentary


D.  for he hath a power above others, and knows how to fit instruments for his purpose; so 
as those whom he shall make use of in this work, shall be chosen persons, and faithful 
in discharge of the trust committed to them. - Matthew Poole's Commentary


17:15 And he said to me, “The waters which you saw where the harlot sits, are peoples and 
multitudes and nations and tongues. 

I. Context


A. Mankind will struggle between hollow philosophies that promote wealth and power or 
God’s truth.  Those that choose God will face hard times, but they will stand in the end.  
Those that choose other philosophies may seem to have control for a time, but will fall 
apart and lose everything.




B. The beast (governments that oppose God) comes from the sea.  The angel explains that 
the sea is mankind - the beast is created by the masses of people that make up the 
world.  In other words, those things that (such as governments) that oppose God come 
from the collective minds of mankind - and man gives power to these entities.  Man 
creates his own destruction by choosing to follow empty philosophies.


II. Notes

A. Isaiah 8:7 - the Lord will surely bring against them the mighty rushing waters of the 

Euphrates--the king of Assyria and all his pomp. It will overflow its channels and run 
over all its banks.


B. Jeremiah 47:2 - This is what the LORD says: "See how the waters are rising from the 
north and becoming an overflowing torrent. They will overflow the land and its fullness, 
the cities and their inhabitants. The people will cry out, and all who dwell in the land will 
wail


C.  The waters on which the harlot sits are explained as “multitudes.” We have thus a key 
to the imagery employed here and elsewhere (Revelation 13:1). The wild beast and the 
harlot both draw much of their power from the people. - Ellicott's Commentary for 
English Readers


17:16 And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these will hate the harlot and will make 
her desolate and naked, and will eat her flesh and will burn her up with fire. 

I. Context


A. Mankind (the waters) will follow hollow philosophies that promote greed and power (the 
harlot) - which will influence the governments of the world (the beast) to oppose God.


B. Because these hollow philosophies are are based on selfish motives, mankind (and the 
governments they influence) will turn on itself and the different philosophies (the harlot).  
They will fight amongst themselves like animals - and cause the destruction of the 
world.


II. Notes

A. Ezekiel 16:37 - therefore I will surely gather all the lovers with whom you found pleasure, 

all those you loved and all those you hated. I will gather them against you from all 
around and expose you before them, and they will see all your nakedness.


B.  The harlot was seen in splendid apparel riding on the wild beast; now the wild beast, in 
the day of the seventh head, turns with the ten horns of his power upon her, makes her 
deserted, strips her of her adornments, consumes the spoil—for this is what is meant 
by “eating her flesh”—and burns her with fire. - Ellicott's Commentary for English 
Readers


C.  but great and resistless as her power seemed, it was doomed; the day would come 
when other kingdoms would rise who would hate her for her tyranny, envy her 
splendour, and covet her wealth. Then the great Babylon would fall, like Jezebel of old; 
the painted cheek, the pencilled eyebrow, and the amorous glance have lost their 
fascination; those who have pandered to her vices would turn against her, and cast her 
out to be trampled under foot. - Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers


17:17 For God has put it in their hearts to execute His purpose by having a common purpose, 
and by giving their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God will be fulfilled. 

I. Context


A. Mankind will follow hollow and selfish philosophies that put them at war with God and 
His people.  This will also put them at war with themselves - and this will cause the 
destruction of the world.


B. God allows this to happen - that when a man abandons His truth, he becomes an 
animal and will fight the other animals for dominance.  A world where everyone is 
destroying each other will destroy the world.


II. Notes


https://biblehub.com/revelation/13-1.htm


A.  The kings give their kingdom to the wild beast; their authority and might is used for 
him, whether in making war upon the Lamb (Revelation 17:14) or in casting down the 
harlot. In these enterprises they act unitedly; there is given to them to make “one mind.” 
But they are only carrying out the righteous will of God; God wills that the harlot shall 
fall; and even in their war upon the Lamb, they are but preparing for the crisis when the 
foes of the righteous King shall fall (Revelation 19:19). - Ellicott's Commentary for 
English Readers


17:18 The woman whom you saw is the great city, which reigns over the kings of the earth.”

I. Context


A. Because mankind has embraced the hollow philosophies of self-interest (greed and 
wealth), they have fought against God’s truths and God’s people - and against each 
other.  This will cause the end of the world.


B. As God’s people are represented by Zion (Jerusalem) - and people that feel that they do 
not need God (Satan’s people) are represented by Babylon - World governments that 
follow hollow philosophies and oppose God are represented by Rome.


II. Notes

A. Revelation 11:8 - Their bodies will lie in the street of the great city--figuratively called 

Sodom and Egypt--where their Lord was also crucified.

B. Revelation 16:19 - The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations 

collapsed. And God remembered Babylon the great and gave her the cup of the wine of 
the fury of His wrath.


C.  With these words the angel’s explanation of “the mystery of the woman” (see 
Revelation 17:7) ends. The harlot is a city; the Babylon of the past lives again in Rome; 
the woman is Rome, the goddess of lands and peoples.” - Ellicott's Commentary for 
English Readers


D.  Rome would of course be understood by this language in the time of John, and all the 
circumstances, as we have seen, combined to show that Rome, in some form of its 
dominion, is intended. Even the name could hardly have designated it more clearly, and 
all expositors agree in supposing that Rome, either as pagan or as Christian, is referred 
to. The chapter shows that its power is limited; and that, although for purposes which 
he saw to be wise, God allows it to have a wide influence over the nations of the earth, 
yet, in his own appointed time, the very powers that have sustained it will become its 
foes, and combine for its overthrow.  - Barnes' Notes on the Bible


E.  The harlot cannot be a mere city literally, but is called so in a spiritual sense (Re 11:8). 
Also the beast cannot represent a spiritual power, but a world power. In this verse the 
harlot is presented before us ripe for judgment. - Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible 
Commentary

https://biblehub.com/revelation/17-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/revelation/19-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/revelation/17-7.htm

